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On 24 June 1947 et 1400 Hr. : from tl 
Airport in his personal plane headed for Yakima, Washingt 
Was delayed for an hour in search of a large marine transpor 
down near or around the sout 5 

flew directly towerd Mt, Ran 

is the eprreximete elevation c 

Mace one sweep OF UWhiis hi 


high plavesu aru, CALNG ai. u 


ridges for the merine ship end flew = , ie ridge side of the 
where Ashford, Washington is lccated. Unable e 1 2 that Looke 
lost plane, Mr. @§§@MM mede a 360 degree turn to 2 ri tom 
Mineral, starting again toward Mt. Ranier and climbin an altitude of 9, 


Mr. QML reported that the air was so smooth that it was 
and, as most pilots do when the air is smooth and they are at 
he trimmed out the aircraft and simply sat in his plane observing the 


Mr. @ggmi reported that there was a DC-4 to 3 left and rear at approximate]; 
14,000 fect. The sky was reported to be @s cle s crystal. He hadn't flown 
than two or three minutes on his course when a ht flash reflected on hi 
plene., He couldn't find where the reflection 
of Mt. Ranier he did observe a chain of nine peculiar looking obj 
north to south at approximately 9,5 ree They were approach 
rapidly, and he as that they we ireraft. Every few 


¢ 


of the cbjects would dip or change course slightly, just enough 
them at an angle and reflect brightly. The objects being qu 
to make out their shape or formation. As they approached 
outline quite clearly, MrggfmmmmiBd stated that he found it 
couldn't find their tails but assumed they were some type of 
were observed to pass the southerm edge of Mt. er flying directly south 
east down the hog's back of a mountain range. The elevation of the objects 


Ce 


estimated to have varied approximately one thousand feet one way or another 


é 
remained very near the horizon, which would indicate that they were near the 
elevation as the witness. Mr. Q@ggmg stated that the objects 
rather diagonal chain-like line as they were linked togeth« 

a definite rection but swerved in and out of the high mountain 
estimated the distance between him and the objects 

a Zeus fastener, or cowling tool, he estimated the 

mately two thirds that of a D0. He observed the 

ridge in between Mt. Ranier and Mt. Adams end 
passing the south crest of this ridge the last 
the ridge, Leter measurement of sth of tt 
approximately five miles, so it was estimated 
Mrs giggemi@i timed the objects between Mt, Rani 
erossed this 47 miles in one minute and fort 
1656.71 miles per hour. 
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t is the Air Force conclusion that the objects of this sighting were 
mirege. Mr ‘s statement concerning how : oth and cry 1 clear 
was is an indication of very stable conditions 1 h are asso 
and increase the refraction index cf the stmosphe 
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SUWECST: Investigation of Flyinr isc. 


r0s Cormandine Generel, army Air Foroec, Aesningicn, +. os 
ATTENTION: AC of AS=<2 


1. The attached telerrem wes received by Li. Sol. 
Hmmilton Field, California, 1 Seotember 1947. 


§ made to Surunary Information forwarced fro: 
A 333.5/ (Gen) 1208], deted 27 Au 


of this heedquerte Lhe. oP eine. 


lete his investicetion G5 &-+ 
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A@-2 OFFICE HAMILTON FIELD CALIF 
1 HAVE OFFER TO SELL MY DETAILED ACCOUNT OF AN INVESTIGATION OF 


z FLYING DISC THAT TOOK PLACE IN TACOMA WASHINGTON JULY 29 THRU 
6, AUGUST 3RD INCLUDING MY MOVIE FILM OF FACTS PERSONS PLACES AND 
ae FRAGMENTS INVOLVED UNLESS { RECEIVE DEFINITE WORD TO THE CONTARY 
— FROM A-2 WITHIN FIVE DAYS THIS STORY WILL NO DOUBT BE PUBLISHED 
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OMB Ls AIR SERVICE COMMAND TELETYPE NETWORK 


| WIMLLAY C, ANDES 
ane ener) | ist li., Air lor 
Bex 327 [ NAGS head ereRBe hie HETNE@ rice 
Boise, Ideho 


CLASS: 


TSPRO-1B1-7-28, ‘THANK YOU FOR PHOTO, BIOGHAPHICAL MATRRIAL, AND FULL 


ACCOUNT OF UNIDENTIFIED ALRORAFE INCIDENT. MATERIAL BEING RETAINED HEEL, COPr™ 


FORWARDED INTGLLIGENCH WASKINGTON FOR INVESTIGATION, VARIOUS NEWS SPRVICNS ROUEN 
PREREISSION TO PRINT EXCURP£S PROM YOUR RMPORT. PLEASE WIRE IMMnDIATELY PUNTLIC 
IRPOSWATION OFFICER, WRIGHT FPITLD, IF OFAY. SIGRED PUBLIC INTORMATION OF MIC 
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_ irperr UNCLASSIFIED, . 


1S) 
15CO 
Kit. Ranier, Washington 
Roi 
Occupation of obsorvor Desier in fire control supplies holde 
of obscrvor Sigummemt, Boise, Idanb 
Placo of observetion iger Mimer&l, Washington 
Number of objects =% 
bject from observer wR 0 to 2b mils 
) in sight ea /2 to 3 mimtes 
9.500 ft 
Wig Approx 150 Mri 
Direction of flight Korth to South at 170° 
Horizontal flight 
ound K/S 
Approximately thet of DO-H - 45 to 50 ft 
mirror like 
épproximetely circular 
dotected  /S 
rent construction 5/S 
trails Ess 
conditions CAVU 


ct on clouds E/s 


UNCLASS 

Pilot has woo Clyimg nit posue.el eb altitaoe o! epprexim ue 
$,200 feet, be trimmed out plane in direction cf Larim, Wesnincs 

which was elmos. cirectiy eest of hie position and sat im hie plane 6} 
serving the sky and the terrain, To the left was a D4 ani to hie rec 
approximately 15 miles cistant there was e 14,000 ft elevation. Tne ay 
was Clear as crystal. A brigt flesh suddenly reflected on the pla 

Upon Loolcing to the left and to the north of Kt. Reiner he observed & chair 
of © peculiar looking creft flyine from north to south at aporexmmete_: 

S$. 500 ft elevation and going seemingly in e definite Girection ef ebour 170 
Thought at first they were jet aircraft but noticed that every few second 
2 or 3 of them would @ip or change their manes course slightly just enough 
to cause the sun to etrike them at an — waich reflected brightly on Bke 
plene. As they approached Mt. Reimier he could observe their outlines 
against the snow quite plainiy,. bat couldn't find any tails. Clocked speed 
and foumt it to be approximetely 150 MPE. bever before had he observed 
planes fiying so close to mountain tops. They flew directly south to 
peutheast down the hog's back of a mountain range. Pilot thonght they were 
st approximately the same elevation as he wes. They flew in rather cimgonsi 
chain-like line as if linked together and seemed “to hold a definite direction 
bat ewerwed in and out of the high mountain pecke. Distance which wee aimoct 
at right angles seemed to be between 20 to ch miles. ‘nought they were cuite 
large to be observed at that distance even on & cleer day. They seemed 
seller that the UC-l} but he judged their span to be as wide at the further- 
est enginer or each side of the fuselage of the Dl} (45 to 50 ft). Tne cnaiz 
seemed to be approximately five miles lonc. 


BOTE: It was the opinion of the egent interviewing Kr. SAE thet 
he saw the "flying dises" Im this regard agent further etated 
thet if Mr. Arnold could write e report of such @ cheracier 
and did mot see the objects he wes in the wrong business end should 
be engaged in writing Buck Rogers fiction, 


fhe attached is what MegiimiMMMilliliad leier produced. See ‘Fetc" 
magarine article by SadietHiaiinany, 


Seemed to travel in sidewise position and cic not 
aopeer to whirl or spin 


Frey seemed lonzer than wAcc 
thickness being apoct 1f2 
of width 


Jocident #17 -~ page 3 


original estimate is also isicorrecty it tne objects hud travellad 47 


miles in 102 seconds, they would nave teen travelling at a rate of 


aately 1700 iui, not 1200.) 


in view of the avove, it appears probutle that 


acl wes. 3.5 . peonin. spec 
eric weret eavelline=-at-sussonds spe, 


jects wera ons. 


tore have usen some sort of kuownm aircraft. 
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Lb Covelljjiiliviwumd said that he saw a "comet-like object hanging in the 
western sky June e' He sbated that the object "didn't move but just 
seemed to go below the horizon with the rotation of the earth." 
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ERLDQUARTI 
‘ ABELEX: 


investigetion of “Flying 


Commanding Generel, Army Forces, Washington 25, Ls 
ATTEETION: AC of AS-2 


+ Atteched etatements and MOICe forwerded to your office per 
exe 
rai 


request TVA from Headquarters Air Defense Commend, Mitchel Field, |}. 
deted 10 July 1947. 


is heedquerters is uneb 
es g00n es he is located, statemer’ 
your ¢cffi 


’ 


furnished Heedquerters 


le Un ld July 19u7, a call was made at the newspaper of ficx 

“Idaho Daily Stetesman", Beise, idence The aviation editor o: wv 

» “2. David N. Johnson, wae interviewed in regerd to hew Wels hr 
any statemait made by Kr. Arnold, {The purpose cf this interview wes a 
atiempt to verity sievements made by kr. umes on 25 June 16." 
te verious national news services to the effect thet he, Lr, dom/_,se, 
hec seen 9 objects flying in the eir above the Cascade Kountain be 
of weshineten. These objects were subsecuentiy referred to as f 
Saucers or fiying disks and will here-in-aftver be referred to ar 
in this report. r. Johnson stated thai he had known 


quite a verio< f time ring relations wi 


gCc4abio! WwW 4 C a: \ 2 he; re J Ghnsox 
£OU Loreune v 
concerned arnytunin: 
VY, JGLREON, aciweily 


Gis prove 
nortnwest ere. 
he subdsecuenil 
attachec i 


all eppeerances 
las logged 2500 
inclucing multi-e 
pilot 
etationed oF 
erviewer 


Johnsen woud 
be very strongiy 
such € 


eerisiaeea aire 


i. 12 July 19u7, x ’ c 307, Boise, Ida 
was interviewed im regard tc the report 5) alate 2 
strange objects flyi over the Gasceade Kountain Rance of wash Y 
State on duiy 2b%t Mir. edqegid voluntarily agreed ic cive the interviewer 
a written report of exectly whet he had seen on the above mentionec Gute 
2 written report of Mr. gm is attached to this report es Exhit 


BSt wer is aw 32 year: { ape, being me 
o° two children. He is well thought of in the comm 
he lives, beine very much the family « & 
rood provider for hie family. cen 
home or a r af ft recent. 
which a 2 asines > the extent 
attached. hibvi ig the personal opi 
he stated that It 


cherecter 


sav, it 
business 
vers 


Gheeked an seronautical me: 
1 saw the ovjects it 


eculd very possibly 
eeronautical ch: 


aeronautical che 


WouLa never 


ridiculed by 


» Wt ‘ 
an exvent ts 
Vit popu v. 


re 


PE a ay 
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C r in 102 se 
mathematically (see A; B) that as 
accurate, in ornler to see such detail, the objects would 
Jeast 100 feet thick, therefore, 2000 feet long. If the 
more nearly correct 
have been uch! s distant. , } ay WOU 
only 11 miles seconds, : 
this incident is replete with 
server has profited fron this 


et , 
r have been seen 4s described, the objects 
4 ° 4 has » 


is to be not } 
ling it to Fate magazine. 


A‘C Opinion: The report cannot bear even superficial exaninat 
fore, must be disregarded. 


its attendant publicity is larcely responsible for subsequent reports. 


There are strong indications that this repo 
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atmosphere when stabie Currents Ge ait now on 


hills or mountains. An up-and-down wave motion may 


upon the air, provided that temperature and wind conditions are 
suitable, As the air describes 


s wavelike path, it alternately warms 
and cools, the warming taking place as it sinks into the wave 
trough and the cooling as it ascends to the wave crest. UF the ai 
is very dry, the undulating current will not be visible to the eye 
although the updiafts and downdratts will readily be felt by air 
craft that chance to pass through them. On the other hand, if the 
air before entering the wave is moist enough, the cooling in the 
wave crest will cause water droplets to condense and a cloud to 
appear. 

In the vicinity of an isolated peak the cloud may assume the 
hily 
downwind and resemble a lens or disk. Not infrequently a series 


form of a cap covering the summit, or it may be displaced slig 


of lenticular clouds will appe ing downwind at regular in- 


tervals of a few miles. Although these wave clouds are usually 


stationary, they sometimes move at great sp ed, especially 
the air temperature is changing rapidly. 

From a study of a remarkable photograph made in 1g ] 
Reed of the University of Washington has offered striking evidence 
that the disks <a saw were actually wave clouds in rapid 
motion 

On the afternoon of December 29, 1 a photographer for t 
Seattle Times was on top of Pigtail Peak near White Pass, W ishing 


ton (not far from the area where Arnold’s nine disks had ap 


} 
he 


pear 
taking ski pictures for the rotogravure section of the Sunday Times 
The weather was beautiful. Down in the pass temperatures hovered 
near freezing, but the slopes were warm d by sunlight that filtered 
down through thin cirrus clouds and raised the temperature to a 
balmy fifty degrees. Just at sunset a strange object suddenly ap 


peared off taward the northeast horizon. Several skiers urged the 


photographer to take a picture of the “flying saucer,” but since it 


was still far away and indistinct, he The first object, now 


d Mount Ranier 


began to sharpen in outline, and both were soon so clearly visible 


followed by a second one, moved rapidly t 


that he was able to snap his unusual picture. The photogra 


two apparently solid, disklike objects 
da 


skimming towar 


tened, brilliantly white but 


at the bottom, apparently linked together by white stream 


! the monntain peak 


Recognizing th 


| semblance between the objects in th 
ygraph and thoscee_€,~t described, Reed made a full analysis 


weather conditions prevailing at the 


phot 


picture was 


; 7 , ; 
taken, From radiosonde data provided by the vcoma Air- 


port, he obtained mea 


t of her condit > that pr lt lav was suital fo 
! rmnatic ike cl | 
| ob ly wd tj t] } Tr 
ls t i 
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) ( \ 
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Mirage of mountain peaks. 
chain; botto age in which some 
and above the peaks, like saucers. 


peaks of the mountains seemed to float above the 


An alternative and at least equally probable « 


that he observed orographic clouds, a type unique to mou 


country, which often appear to stand more or less 


can assume dramatic shapes. “Grindstone” clouds 
thick, solid disks they are named for, are common 
the valleys just east of the Sier yevada 
mountainous regions of Wash n, Colorado 


areas wher flying-sauce r reports tended to 


closely 


} 


_ } ‘ ; ae : ; a 
resemble ( ) ick of plates” formation in w 


the cloud assumes a flat, 
two or more are piled toget 


beautiful picture of a 

ported as a hovering lying zucer) was made on 

near Jindabyna, Snowy Mountains, New South Wal 
ather in November 1954 (Plate 47). The 

ee a ee ne 


1947) presenting the main themes that \ 
fol 


ttastic variations during, the fifteen-yea long drama that 
lowed: mysterious app sitions in the sky, alleged inte rplanetary Vis 
itors, government Inve stigators, growing public exictem nt, civilians 


ed the hysteria, and, as a € 


} “evidence” to prove 


jimax, and ¢ laho 


who zealously encourag 
the existence 


rate hoax that produced materia 


of spaceships. 


Arnold's Nine Dis ks 


Ihe first man to re port a Aving saucer was 4 veteran pilot nani d 
repres firm i 


old was t yp! 


Ab) 


Tois, idaho. On the 


val plane on his wey 

tle Cascade Mountains at about 
in the sky off to his left. 

formation of p 

5 ed. J here were Whe very 


iny, Mount 
disk-shaped objects which he estimated to be twenty to twenty 


what appear d to be a 


it fantastic 


al: peed of 


to fifty feet long and traveling 


miles away, forty five 
almost 1700 miles an hour. alking with a report that evening 


| would if you s 


Arnold said that the obiects “flew 1 


the water.” In a later re 


ike a sancet 
ort to Ail Force Intellig 


jt across 
directly south 


stated: “They flew very close to the mountainto] 


to southeast like gee 
diagonal, chainl they were Jinks yoether 
flat like a pleps 1 so shiny the 


were 


mirror.” [1] 


Newsp' 


ked up the story print d 
, flying piepans, ¢ id flying 


it under | 


nicl 


saucers. Aler he obj we b t 
in, in’ rators from Military 


of aircraft of 


» doubted 


one 


been much closer than | 


would not have been visible at a dis 
to twent However, estimated di 
rect, then in order to be vis ble the objects m st have been mut 


lars 


ostimates must be wrong 


rechnical 


} 
1 


but which one? Until that question was settled, the computed sp ed 
was meaningless, since to estimate the velocity of a moving object, 
an observer must know cither its true distance or its true size Even 


after a careful study, Air Force investigators could not identify the 


disks; they might have been clouds, a mirage, or some kind of air 


craft, but no definite answer wa possible from the evidence avail 
able 
Predictably, after so much p iblicity, a rash of similar sightin 

broke out all over the country and continued for the rest of 
summer. During the hot months of the “silly season,” newspapers 
are traditionally hospitable to tales of barnyard freaks, sea serpé nts, 
and man-bitten dogs. Such stories were now shoved aside as people 
in every state began to report unorthodox objects sailing through 
the sky—-flying disks, flying dimes, flving ice-cream cones, flying 
shoe he and flying hubeaps. Seeing saucers became a national 
pastime raseepamimatale yvho Trad reported the strange objects in all 
good faith resented the implied ridicule, Deluged with telephone 


1 mail, he resolved to keep silent in the future even if he 


calls am 
should happen to see a ten story building flying through the air. 

In spite of the publicity, the Aying-saucer scare vould probably 
have died with the first frost of autumn but for the efforts of a 
talented writer, editor, and publisher of science fiction, Raymond 
A. Paluer, Among the many letter POW veceived was one from 


Palmer, then editor of Amazing Stories. Vired of being laughed at, 


Te satel found the t { ‘ere inter 30 appre aling that he 


answered the letter [2 fter a second week Jater, he 


chanwed his mind about keeping silent and agreed to sell his story 
for publication, 
Under the title, “I Did See the Flying Disks,” the article appeared 
he first issue of a new magazine Fate, which published “trie 
strange, the 
us not a pro 
id produced a vivid 
xperience in |! 


ferences betws ng s original staternents and those 
zinne mo »jiow much he must have wed 
to editorial help. fit it 1 é it not have included certain 
colorful details th » had apparently ove rlooked earlier. In his 
ort | reports, for t imple he said that he had at first suppo ed 
the disks to be some type of © perimental aireraft; in the magazine 


version he added that, even at the time, the objects had given him 
j 4 
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“an eerie feeling.” In the intervening months he had also remem 


beved more about their 


\ 


ure 2), He no longer de 


M4 


hivure 
sketched. 


scribed them as saucer-like, flat and shiny 


} 


far } q vi } sind ‘ 
picture based on his revised account shows ol crescent 


moon with a sharp protrusion on the inne ne s und a 


1 } > 
1 circle marking the center of the » surface, Furthey 
Tee " } 
more, he told the readers of Fate, one obj id been darker than 
t} 


i¢ Others and of a slightly different form—a detail he had forgotten 


to mention to reporters, to military officials, to his friends, or even 


to his wife. 
Arnold had never been much of a reader and was not a science 


fiction fan, but his interests were obviously widening. The 


next two 


issues of Fate carried other articles under his name. Palmer's grow- 
} 


ing influence is suggested by the titles: “Are Space Visitors Here?” 
[4] and “Phantom Lights of Nevad: 


incice 


Clessic in ent, whion is tno prototype o%° many ¢ Lat 


a 


incident away 45 snoey 


‘nonsense, iff any credence ut all is ziven to Ur. @himMaRR is 
uowever, certain inconsistoncies cun be pois.ted out in the fucts as 


reported: 


iM ot tention was virst drawn to tho ot by a 
pricht las on his plane, ¥ ich WRS site ec oF wierous ot 
flashese If thaso were sor # like the flash one pots fren ea d 
tant mirror, it means thet the reflection v¥ = 


For a direct reflection, the ancle between the observer, sun, & 


+ ® ia " BT 
ect rust be "just ricsht, and at su 


Cw. 


the chance of a series of direct reflections 


the object was a diffuse reflector -- that is, scattering the s 


falling on it, much es the moon or a balloon doss -- then at such a 


yuld have been 


distance it scems quite unlikely that -r. oi 


startled, or that our attention would h 


teen called to it, unless 


the odjests reflecti 


the supersonic Yor if the estimated distance 


141 calculations; by 


idering the detail 


which arnold observed in the objects, at leust ons of 


) 
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Galley 17~THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 
Reed concludes that, although we can never know for 
the implication that the Times photog: 


viewed ¢ 


certain, 


“—~ 


DAILY NEWS,.TUESwaY, JULY 8, 1947 


Sara pages cee a ROE 
One That Didn't Move. 

A Spokane, Wash. woman {n- 
; the objects she saw were 
size of a five-room 
Slearwater, Fla., 
said the disks she observed 

d pie pans, 

nd, Vt., 


and and going at a tremendous 
d” 
husetts and Vermont 
nt to 40 the number 
hich the objects have 


Thinks He Saw ’Em First, 


nd getting into 
rvard Univers ity 


ote of 
he ad no l 
ing one of th 


| 
r Mass., 
i aw “a peel 
ing saucers whirling 
| 
{ 
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Kenneth Arnold, businessman fiyer, holds camera at Boise, Idaho, 3 : 
airport where he described seeing flying dises over Cascade mougeetss | ere y ed June 25 in the siate 
in Washington, He didn’t get any pictures, f hots but ‘Che 

brights piel 


ho Has the Saucer? : 
O States Join Game. ie 


(By Associated Press) 

The game of spotting flying saucers tiadeted Fenton meee 
day to include Massachusetts and Vermont, as stories’ about 
‘ue dices continued to swirl fully as rapidly as the objects | 
themselves. : 

<Explanations of the phenomena 
ranged irom the theory that they 
rere radio-controlled flying mis-! 
Ss sent aloft by U. S. military 
entistsy to- the suggestion tha’ 
y might. be Merely. sunlight fee 


intendent 


-d oom wing tanks» of jet= 
onelled vianes. 


1947 


———— 


Ff? > Shute; SHR 


ain | Weise Mysterious Objects — 


Pendicton, Ore.—(/ ny ingte . C., comn i, “a Arnold describe d the objects -300 miles an hour,” 
CAA spoh ) r ve kn hing fli PF at a pie-pan,” and so “but I know T ne 
they reflected the thing_so fast.” 
a mirror He said at 
east at ney were cc 
v ago toward they were 
ad ier when they appeared DC-4 that 
flying the V } would no lirectly. in front of him 25-30 away, he s 
n who ble t 5 i es away at 10,000 feet alti- reported 
c sighted. 
his plane’s clock he timed thought 
at 1:42 minutes for the 47 staried to clor 
from Mt. Rainier to Mf. motion was © 
1 5 f Arnold said, adding that® . “I guess 
in Port figured by triangulation hey were— 
. added, “T rather doubt t speed was 1,200 miles guided mi 
anything would b traveling tha an |} : Who contin 
fast.” “T could be wrong by 200 or -ness trip. 


tast enous! 


Tt > firs ; of saucers in alm 


Oregon, California, New Mexico, Ideho reported seeing 


of the unexolained projectiles. 


Lt. Coverncr (2st ttheregne Rane, 


strenge "comet-lik wnging 


Aymy research experts 


they 8s 


research center 


itcelligence 


RIE f 
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pe AE ea ies STANDARD? SBUTTE, SATURDAY. ‘MORNING, , JU 


para 
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Recs ction to His Story of F lyi “Saucers >” 
_ Cases Tako “Businessman to Savdder™ 


. PENDLETON, Ore., June 27.—U.P) 
Kenneth :Arnold. said Friday he} 
(would like to get on one of nis | 
fi. mile-an-hour “Flying Saucers” 
and’ escape from the-furore caused 
by ‘his story of mysterious aircraft | 
flashing over southern Washington, | 
“J haven't had a moment of aged 
Sinot I first told the story,” the 32- 
fyeat-old Boise, Idaho, bus 
} pilot sighed. = | 
} Ke said a preacher called him 
| from Texas and informed him that 
the strange objects Arnold claimed 


SET Sia ner as 


i to have seen baiting through the 
fe! ozone actually were harbingers of 

- dovmsday, | 
E Arnold said he didn't get the | 
b.] preacher's name during their 
' phone conversation, but the min- 


ar} ister said he was getting his clock 
tr| “ready for the end of this world, 
ge| That was uv 
ja. j Arnold 
he /concerting as the er 
h- | dleton cafe 
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PENDLETON, Ore., June ‘26, 
—(?!—Army and CAA spokes- 
men expressed skepticism today 
over a report of nine mysterious 
objects—big as airplanes—whiz- 
zing over western Washington at 
1200 miles an hour. 


Kenneth . Arnold, a 
Boise, Idaho, 
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businessman who 
reported seeing them, clung, 
however, to his story of the 
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ing over Cascade 
mountains iar weav- 
ing motion “‘like the tail of a 
kite.” 
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Washington, D. C., commented, 
“As far as we know, nothing 
flies that fast except a V-2 
rocket, which travels at about 
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